Home Confidence 2

Bath & Shower Wastes

Bath Wastes

Bath wastes should always include an overflow arrangement to prevent overfilling. The
overflow connects to the waste system and ensures excess water drains away safely.

& Plug & Chain Wastes

The traditional Plug & Chain Wastes often feature a protruding
overflow.

Overflow Pipe:
> e The pipe is flexible to accommodate different bath sizes
and can be trimmed to the correct length if necessary.

e Ensure the connections are sealed properly to prevent
leaks.

This classic design is simple and effective but is less common in
modern baths.

Pop-up Style Bath Wastes

Pop-up wastes are a more modern alternative and come in a
variety of styles:

Bath Click-Clack Waste

e These operate like a basin Click-Clack waste — you press
down on the top to open or close the waste.

e Warning: Like all Click-Clack wastes, they are prone to
limescale buildup, especially in hard water areas, which
can cause them to stop working. Regular cleaning and
maintenance can help, but they may not be the most
durable option.
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Remote Pop-up Waste

. e This style of waste is operated remotely, often via the
6/ overflow mechanism.

e In some designs, the overflow doubles as the bath filler,
allowing water to flow into the bath through the same
mechanism.

e While this can look sleek and modern, it adds complexity

" N and may require more maintenance to keep it functioning
' smoothly.

Installing Bath Wastes

Bath Wastes are installed in a similar way to Sink Wastes - in two parts. The manufacturer
should have provided instructions and, hopefully, an exploded diagram.

1. Prepare the Surface:

Clean the area around the waste and overflow holes thoroughly to remove debris or
grease. This ensures a proper seal.

2. Sealing the Waste

The Waste should come with its own seal. These can be of variable quality. Sometimes
it is worth just ditching them and using silicone sealant instead.

If you do use silicone, make sure that its is clear (white silicone will quickly discolour),
and that it is the type that will set even when wet:

OB1 (available at Screwfix)
Plumbers Gold (available at Toolstation)

CT1 (widely available)

Make sure that you have a good bead of silicone sealant around the top section of the
waste and overflow connections to create a watertight seal. Wipe off any excess

3. Secure the Connections:

Tighten the retaining screw carefully, ensuring the washers are seated correctly. Avoid
overtightening, as this can distort the seals.
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https://www.screwfix.com/p/ob1-multi-surface-sealant-adhesive-clear-290ml/434JF?gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwtJ6_BhDWARIsAGanmKcZRnraWwDFt6LMum9N_hafpmwsdYnVWckxhKhaIFLsC0OmW3pX_KQaArt3EALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.toolstation.com/plumbers-gold-adhesive-sealant/p61679?store=null&utm_source=googleshopping&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=googleshoppingfeed&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwtJ6_BhDWARIsAGanmKcTyBJCjEF_OgoLUupj-7-hRu3zyrZML7bOGZ5jxAyU78KTKQPY8qYaAoW1EALw_wcB
https://www.toolstation.com/ct1-adhesive-sealant/p96154

4. Connect the Overflow Pipe:

Trim the flexible overflow pipe to the correct length if necessary. Ensure the
compression fittings are securely tightened to prevent leaks.

5. Test for Leaks:

Once installed, fill the bath partially and check all connections for leaks. Tighten or
reseal as needed.

Important Points to Note

Thin Plastic Baths:

Some modern plastic baths are quite thin, which can cause difficulties in getting a good
seal with more complicated overflows or remote control wastes.

A potential solution is to create and stick an extra layer around the hole to support the
waste or overflow.

If this doesn’t resolve the issue, consider calling in a professional or using the DIY
Assist service.

Tools for the Job

To install or replace bath wastes, you’ll need the following:

Slotted Screwdriver: For tightening retaining screws.

Adjustable Spanner or Slip Joint Pliers: For tightening compression fittings on the
overflow pipe and trap.

Clear Silicone Sealant: Essential for creating watertight seals around the waste and
overflow connections.

Utility Knife: To trim the flexible overflow pipe to the correct length.

Manufacturer-Provided Tool (if included): Check the packaging for any specialised
tools designed for installation.

Bucket or Towel: To catch any water during removal or testing.
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Troubleshooting Bath Wastes

1. Water Leaking Underneath the Bath

[J Check the Silicone Seal: Ensure the silicone around the waste and overflow
connections is intact and evenly applied. Reapply if needed.

[J Inspect Washers: Verify that the washers are correctly seated and not damaged.
Replace them if necessary.

[J Tighten Fittings: Check the retaining screw and compression fittings for
tightness, but avoid overtightening.

2. Overflow Pipe Leaking

[J Trim the Pipe: Ensure the overflow pipe is the correct length and not kinked or
bent.

[J Tighten Compression Fittings: Secure the fittings at both ends of the overflow
pipe to prevent leaks.

3. Click-Clack Waste Not Working

[J Limescale Build-Up: Clean the mechanism with a descaler or vinegar solution
to remove limescale.

[J Stuck Mechanism: If the waste is stuck closed, try gently pushing it up from
underneath the bath. If it's beyond repair, replace the mechanism.

4. Water Draining Slowly
[J Check the Trap: Remove and clean the trap to clear any debris or blockages.
[J Inspect the Overflow: Ensure the overflow pipe isn’'t clogged or misaligned.
5. Remote Pop-Up Waste Not Functioning

[J Inspect the Mechanism: Check that the remote operator (e.g., the turning
overflow) is connected properly to the waste.

[J Bath Depth Issue: If the bath is particularly deep, ensure the mechanism and
pipes are long enough to function correctly. Extension kits may be required.

6. Persistent Odours
[J Clean the Trap: Remove and clean the trap to eliminate odour-causing debris.

[J Flush the System: Pour hot water and baking soda down the waste, followed by
vinegar, to clear grease and residue. Last resort, try an over-the-counter drain
unblocker
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Shower Wastes

As the name suggests, shower wastes are designed specifically
for showers, handling high water flow rates in low-profile trays.
They combine the waste and trap into one unit and must be
accessible from the top for regular cleaning.

Maintenance Tips

Long Hair? Clean the trap regularly — if you find yourself
paddling in water during your shower, it’s time to clear it out!

Choose the Right Waste: Always select a waste that’s
compatible with your shower tray. Follow the manufacturer’s
recommendations to ensure it can handle the required flow rate.

Pro Tip: Don’t be tempted by a stylish waste that isn’t suitable for
your tray — you'll regret it every time your shower overflows into
the bathroom.

Installing Shower Wastes

Install with the Shower Tray: Ideally, shower wastes should be installed at the same time as
the shower tray. Retrofitting a waste can be extremely awkward.

Access Challenges: To install a waste retrospectively, you may need to cut a hole in the
ceiling below the shower tray to gain access.

Not for the Faint-Hearted: This type of project can be tricky and is best suited for experienced
DIYers. If you’re unsure, consider involving a professional or booking a DIY Assist session for

guidance and support
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Troubleshooting Shower Wastes

1. Water Leaking Underneath the Tray

Check the Silicone Seal: Ensure the silicone around the waste and trap connections is
intact. Reapply fresh silicone if needed.

Inspect Compression Fittings: Ensure all fittings are securely tightened.

2. Water Draining Slowly

Clean the Trap: Remove and clean the trap to clear any debris or hair causing
blockages.

Overflow Blockage: Check that the overflow pipe isn’t clogged or misaligned.

3. Persistent Odours

Clean the Trap: Remove and clean the trap to eliminate odour-causing debris.

Flush the System: Pour hot water and baking soda down the waste, followed by
vinegar, to remove grease and residue. Last resort, try an over-the-counter drain
unblocker

4. Retrofitting Issues

Access Problems: If you’re struggling to access the waste beneath the tray, you may
need to cut a hole in the ceiling below. This is a challenging task and may require
professional assistance.
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