Home Confidence 2

Sink Wastes

Kitchen Sink Wastes

Sinks are typically found in kitchens and utility rooms, and they require a reliable waste system
to handle water drainage efficiently. Here’s a breakdown of the most common types:

Basket Strainer Wastes

These are the most common type of waste found in modern

ﬁ @ kitchen sinks, especially those with two bowls. The basket

functions as both:

1. A seal for the waste.
2. Afilter to catch large bits of food and prevent them from

(] clogging the drain.
Tips for Basket Strainer Wastes:
e They're generally sturdy but can wear out over time.
e Avoid cheap versions — invest in a quality brand like
\@/ McAlpine for better durability.

e If your sink has an overflow, ensure you purchase a
strainer waste with a built-in overflow connection.

Plug & Chain Wastes

This is the classic design — simple, reliable, and effective.
However, they’'re not as common in modern kitchens, as they’'ve
largely been replaced by basket strainer wastes. You’re more
likely to find them in older-style sinks.
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Installing Sink Wastes

Kitchen sink wastes are typically installed in a similar way to bath wastes. The process
involves connecting the top section to the bottom section with a retaining screw, ensuring
a secure fit.

Sealing the Waste:

Apply a bead of clear silicone between the waste and the sink surface to create a
watertight seal.

Tightening the Retaining Screw:

The slot in the retaining screw is often too wide for most standard screwdrivers. If
the manufacturer hasn’t provided a tool, a 50p coin is usually the perfect size for
tightening it.

Managing the Sink Overflow

If your sink has an overflow (and | hope it does!), you'll need to connect it properly to the
waste system:

Connecting the Overflow Pipe:

The bottom of the overflow pipe connects to the
underneath section of the waste.

V/&__Sink Overflow It will likely have a compression fitting that screws
into the waste. Ensure this is securely fitted to
prevent leaks.

Flexible
Overflow Pipe

rard

The overflow pipe is typically flexible and may
need to be trimmed to the correct length.

@ Securing the Top of the Overflow Pipe:

S The top of the pipe connects to a moulded part
Connection that attaches to the side of the sink bowl.

into Waste
The moulded section will match the size and

shape of the overflow hole on the sink (round or
rectangular).

The sink manufacturer should supply the correct
type and size for your sink.
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Sealing the Top Overflow Connection:

Use clear silicone around the top connection to the sink to ensure a proper seal. It’s often
difficult to get a good seal without it.

There will typically be a screw holding the parts together, which should be tightened
carefully.

Tools You'll Need

e Slotted Screwdriver: For tightening the retaining screw, though the slot may
be too wide for standard sizes.

e 50p Coin: A handy alternative for tightening retaining screws.
e Clear Silicone Sealant: Essential for creating watertight seals.

e Manufacturer-Provided Tool (if included): Check the packaging for any
specialised tools designed for installation.

Troubleshooting Checklist for Kitchen Sink Wastes

1. Water Leaking Underneath the Sink

[J Check the Silicone Seal: Ensure the bead of clear silicone between the waste
and the sink surface is intact and evenly applied. If it's not, remove the waste,
clean off the old sealant, and reapply a fresh bead.

[J Tighten the Retaining Screw: Make sure the retaining screw is securely
tightened. If it’s still loose, use a 50p coin or the manufacturer-provided tool to
tighten it further.

[J Inspect the Washers: Check that the washers are correctly positioned and not
damaged. Replace them if necessary.

2. Overflow Pipe Leaking

[J Check the Compression Fitting: Ensure the compression fitting at the bottom of
the overflow pipe is securely tightened. If it's loose, tighten it by hand or with
adjustable pliers.

[J Trim the Overflow Pipe: If the pipe is too long or bent awkwardly, trim it to the
correct length for a snug fit.

[J Seal the Top Connection: Apply clear silicone around the top connection to the
sink. This is often the culprit for leaks if not sealed properly.
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3. Water Draining Slowly

[J Check for Blockages: Remove the basket strainer and inspect for food debris or
grease buildup. Clean it out thoroughly.

[J Inspect the Trap: Ensure the trap beneath the sink isn’t clogged. If it is, unscrew
the trap, clean it out, and reattach it securely.

[J Overflow Pipe Alignment: Ensure the overflow pipe is properly aligned and not
restricting water flow.

4. Basket Strainer Not Sealing Properly

[J Inspect the Rubber Seal: Check the rubber seal on the basket strainer for wear
or damage. Replace it if needed.

[J Tighten the Strainer Nuts: Ensure the nuts securing the basket strainer to the
sink are tight. Use pliers or a basin wrench if necessary.

5. Retaining Screw Won't Tighten

[J Use the Right Tool: If the slot is too wide for a standard screwdriver, try using a
50p coin or the manufacturer’s tool.

[J Inspect the Screw: Check for damage or misalignment in the screw threads.
Replace the screw if it's faulty.

6. Persistent Odours from the Sink
[J Clean the Trap: Remove and clean the trap to clear any debris causing odours.

[J Flush the Pipes: Pour a mixture of hot water and baking soda down the sink,
followed by vinegar, to clear grease or food build-up.

[J Check the Overflow Pipe: Clean the overflow pipe, as it can trap food particles
and cause smells.
7. Overflow Pipe Doesn’t Fit Properly

[J Match the Shape: Ensure the moulded part of the overflow pipe matches the
shape of the sink’s overflow hole (round or rectangular). If it doesn’t, check the
manufacturer’s recommendations.

[J Use Silicone for a Better Seal: Apply silicone generously around the connection
points to improve the fit.

When to Call for Help

If you've tried these troubleshooting steps and the issue persists, it may be time to consult a
professional plumber or reach out to the manufacturer for advice.

See the Home Confidence 2 Traps Download for more information
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